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Importance of washback
The importance of washback effect is so high that some suggest that, in addition to validity, reliability and practicality, washback effect also be a criterion for evaluating a test. According to Pilliner (1973) , tests should be educationally beneficial and allow users to take positive washback for granted. As Hughes (1988) 
Washback Effect of Konkoor
The university entrance examination in Iran (Konkoor) is a comprehensive test taken every year by a large number of people who want to enter Iranian universities all over the country. As this test is highly important to the future of the students, it is claimed to affect the way of teaching and learning in Iranian schools, especially high schools. The form of the test is multiple-choice and the content is mainly grammar-based with vocabular y and reading comprehension sections as well. Therefore, if the test really influences the teaching and learning of English in Iranian schools, it encourages teaching the test taking strategies as well as focusing on improving the students' linguistic competence (the knowledge of language) rather than their communicative competence.
The large bulk of Konkoor preparation materials and classes both inside and outside the schools suggest that Konkoor is highly influencing the way of teaching and learning English in Iran. However, although a lot has been said regarding the washback effect of Konkoor on English teaching in Iran, little experimental research has been carried out investigating the issue.
The scope of the effects of Konkoor may not be limited to teachers and students, but to the society and the educational system as well in which case it is referred to as test impact rather than test washback by Bachman and Palmer (1996) and Wall (1997). According to Wall, impact refers to ". . . any of the effects that a test may have on individuals, policies or practices, within the classroom, the school, the educational system or society as a whole", whereas washback (or backwash) is defined as "the effects of tests on teaching and learning" (p. 291).
Methodology
This study is concerned with the washback effect of Konkoor on teachers' attitudes toward their own teaching as well as the teaching context. The data for the study comes from teachers' completing a teacher attitude questionnaire.
Subjects
English teachers at high schools at Khorram Abad were surveyed. Of the 45 questionnaires distributed among the teachers, 36 were returned 5 of which were discarded due to careless answers. The final number of questionnaires analyzed in the study was 31.
Instruments
The questionnaire used to get data is the revised format (see the Appendix) of the teacher questionnaire designed 
Data analysis
The results of the questionnaire were analyzed using SPSS (Version 14). First, frequency distributions were calculated for all the questionnaire items, and missing values of each item were replaced by the items' mean value. All percentages were reported as valid percentages with missing data excluded.
Results and Discussion
Teachers' Personal Details
Four teachers' characteristics were studied (Table 1) . 
Teachers' Attitudes Regarding The Major Aims of English Learning
Descriptive analysis of the answers to question 1 in part 2 (Q1) indicated that the major purpose of studying English in Iran is to pass examinations ( this suggests that this exam has a washback effect on the teachers' perceptions of the goals of language learning in the country.
The second aim chosen by the teachers was "to pursue further studies." The mean for this option (3.4000) stands somewhere between "undecided" and "agree"
suggesting that most of the teachers do not agree with this option as the main objective of learning English in Iran.
The Way Teachers Would Like to Motivate Students to Learn English
In order to know teachers' preferences for motivating students to learn English, descriptive statistics for Q2 was carried out. The results showed that they agreed more with "creating a positive attitude toward language learning" rather than "doing more mock exam papers" which was the last frequently chosen option by the teachers (Table 3 ).
The next options with which most teachers agreed (mean= 4.1290; mean= 4.0323) were "to provide students with effective language learning strategies" and "to give students more encouragement to learn" respectively. This indicates that if mock exams are done in these classrooms, it is just because of the teachers' feeling that they have to prepare their students for exams (especially Konkoor) rather than their willingness to motivate students.
Teachers' Perceived Feeling of Konkoor Pressure on their Teaching
In question 3 in part 2 (Q3), the teachers were asked about the kind of extra work or pressure they felt Konkoor put on their teaching. The response "agreed" to "strongly agreed"
with was "organizing more exam practices" based on descriptive analysis carried out for this part ( Table 4) Hence, a very important washback effect of Konkoor.
Teachers' Perception of Major Changes in Teaching Needed Under the Influence of Konkoor
Based on the analysis of answers to question 4 (Q4), the only change most teachers thought they had to make in their teaching due to Konkoor was "to teach according to the Konkoor test formats" (Table 5 ). Descriptive analysis was also carried out for Q5 which was concerned with the learning strategies that teachers suggest their students to use due to Konkoor (Table 6) 
Learning Strategies Suggested by Teachers Under the
Influence of Konkoor
Teachers' Perception of Types of Activities Needed Under The Influence of Konkoor
Descriptive analysis carried out for Q6 showed that teachers agreed that the activity they should have in their classes due to Konkoor was "training in basic language knowledge" (Table 7) .
Like Q5, compared with the other options of this question such as "task-oriented activities," "exposure to various
English media," "authentic materials," etc. (See the Appendix), the option "most agreed" with was the one most directly related to preparation activities for Konkoor
Teachers' Perception of The Main Functions of Mock Tests In Their Classes
In analyzing teachers' perceptions of the main functions of mock tests (Table 8) , the two options "most agreed" with were "to give feedback to teachers" (mean= 4.2500) and "to prepare students for public examinations" (mean= 4.1852), respectively. The difference between the two was not significant at 0.05 suggesting that both of them were important at the same level. Although the second one seems to be more under the influence of Konkoor, the first one, too can be related to Konkoor.
Teachers' Perception of The Schools' Way of Assessment of their Teaching
The analysis of question 8 related to teachers' perceptions regarding the schools' way of assessing their teaching (Table 9) indicates that teachers agreed that they were assessed based on "the performance of their students in tests and public exams like Konkoor".
Teachers' Perception of the Factors Influencing their Teaching the Most
According to the descriptive analysis of Q9 ( 
Teachers' Ideas about the Omission of Konkoor Teachers' Perception of the Main Functions Textbooks in Teaching
Conclusion
The findings of the present study approve the washback effect of Konkoor on teachers' attitudes toward their teaching. The analysis of the different parts of the questionnaire reveals that Konkoor is a determinant factor
Teachers were asked about their opinion regarding the omission of Konkoor. Almost half of the teachers (48. 4) welcomed the change, while around one third (35.5) were skeptical about the change (Table 11) .
Teachers were asked about the primary functions of textbooks in teaching. Around 60 percent believed that books were primarily "to provide a structured language program to follow" (Table 12 ). Interestingly the option "to provide information about the language" was not chosen at all. 
